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Health  Office, 


Town  Hall,  Hereford, 

April  15th,  1919 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Hereford. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
City  for  the  year  1918,  and  also  the  Annual  Report  on  School  Medical 
Inspection,  etc.,  for  the  same  period. 

The  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  carried  out  by  Dr.  Gold 
and  the  cases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  were  attended  by  Dr.  I,o we.  The 
Staff  in  the  Health  Department  was  the  same  as  in  1917. 

O11  account  of  the  difficulty  of  estimating  with  any  degree  of 
Birth  accuracy  the  population  of  the  City  during  the  War,  the  birth 
and  Death  and  death  rates  are  only  approximate : particulars  are  given 
Rates.  on  pages  5 and  6.  During  the  year  there  were  29  more  births 
than  deaths,  compared  with  26  in  1917,  and  an  average  of  101 
for  the  five  years  1913-17. 

The  recorded  death-rate  was  14.4,  and  this  compares  very  favourably 
with  the  rate  of  17.6  for  England  and  Wales,  and  that  of  16. 1 for  the  148 
smaller  towns,  of  which  Hereford  is  one. 

The  death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  per  thousand  births 
Infant  for  1918  was  94,  the  same  rate  as  for  the  148  smaller  towns. 
Mortality.  The  rate  for  1917  was  85,  and  for  the  period  1913-17  was  89. 

The  average  rate  for  the  five  years  1909-13  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  War  was  94,  and  although  there  has  been  some  improvement, 
in  spite  of  the  War,  the  present  rate  is  too  high,  a number  of  deaths 
under  one  year  are  due  to  improper  feeding. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  appointment  of  a Health  Visitor  and 
School  Nurse  in  May,  1913,  has  had  an  effect  in  the  reduction  of  the  rate 
and  that  the  appointment  of  a second  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse, 
which  is  to  be  made  shortly,  will  be  attended  with  the  best  results,  as  it 
will  then  be  possible  to  arrange  for  more  visits,  and  infants  will  be  able  to 
be  kept  under  observation  up  to  the  age  of  5 years.  When  the  new  premises 
for  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  are  occupied,  meetings  will  be  held  weekly, 
instead  of  fortnightly  as  at  present  (see  page  9). 


During  the  year  there  were  only  18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
Infectious  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified.  Measles  was  present  in  epidemic 
Disease.  forms,  537  cases  being  notified  compared  with  126  in  1917  ; 

fortunately,  only  five  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  and 
four  of  these  were  complicated  by  1’neu.monia. 

Whooping  Cough  was  not  prevalent,  and  only  one  death  occurred  from 
this  disease.  It  is  important  that  parents  should  realise  that  respiratory 
complications  are  very  common  in  association  with  these  diseases,  and, 
therefore,  affected  children  should  be  kept  in  bed  for  a sufficient  period, 
especially  during  the  early  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  still  high,  the  rate  for 
1918  was  1.2,  compared  with  .64  in  1917  and  .68  in  1916.  A comprehensive 
scheme  for  the  treatment  of  Consumptives  is  at  present  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  County  Council.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  better  housing, 
as  well  as  greater  enlightenment  of  the  people  in  regard  to  health  matters 
will  materially  reduce  the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  future. 

Influenza  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year  : reference  is  made  to  the 
disease  on  page  n.  There  were  45  deaths  from  the  disease,  where  the 
disease  was  given  as  the  primary  cause,  and  also  three  deaths  in  which 
Influenza  was  given  as  the  secondary  cause.  The  number  of  deaths  during 
1917  was  seven,  and  the  total  number  for  the  previous  five  years  was  ir, 
the  largest  number  in  one  year  being  four. 

I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  figures  given  on  page  30  in  regard 
to  Vaccination.  It  will  be  seen  that  only  a small  proportion  of  children 
are  now  being  vaccinated.  Small-pox  is  a terrible  disease,  and  very  fatal 
among  the  uuvaccinated,  and  parents  are  incurring  a grave  responsibility 
in  not  having  their  children  vaccinated. 

It  is  essential  that  proper  provision  should  be  made  in  regard 
Housing,  to  housing,  to  provide  accommodation,  and  also  to  enable  slum 
property  to  be  dealt  with.  A scheme  to  provide  eventually 
232  houses  has  recently  been  approved  by  the  town  Council,  and  this  is 
very  satisfactory  ; in  addition  a comprehensive  town  Planning  Scheme 
is  being  dealt  with. 

It  will  be  seen  from  pages  20-24  of  the  Report 
General  Sanitary  Work  that  this  work  has  received  due  attention,  and 
and  Food  and  Drugs,  also  that  a number  of  samples  of  food  have  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Protheroe,  as  Inspector  under  the 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
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The  administration  in  connection  with  the  School  work  has 
School  been  carried  out  by  Dr.  Gold,  and  Drs.  Baldock  and  Synionds 

Medical  have  satisfactorily  carried  out  the  medical  inspection  of  school 

Inspection.  children  Particulars  are  given  on  page  46  in  regard  to  closing 
of  schools.  On  this  account  it  was  necessary  for  the  medical 
inspection  to  be  completed  in  J anuary  and  February  of  this  year. 

I have  already  commenced  the  medical  inspection  of  a third  group  of 
children  at  the  age  of  8 years,  and  hope  to  complete  the  inspection  of  this 
group,  and  also  the  Entrants,  Leavers  and  Specials  during  this  year.  The 
inspection  of  the  group  at  8 years  was  postponed  owing  to  the  War. 

The  treatment  of  children  at  the  School  Clinic  has  been  maintained, 
and  a number  of  children  have  been  seen  by  Dr.  Gold  at  the  Inspection 
Clinic. 

Far  too  many  parents  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  see  that  their  children’s 
teeth  are  kept  clean  ; the  children  should  brush  their  teeth  daily,  and  fre- 
quent instruction  has  been  given  about  this  matter,  and  also  in  regard  to  the 
food  ; it  is  most  important  that  a sufficient  amount  of  food  of  a self-cleansing 
nature  should  be  given.  With  a little  trouble,  a large  amount  of  teeth  decay 
could  be  prevented.  There  seems  to  be  a lack  of  control  of  parents  over 
their  children  in  regard  to  this  and  other  health  matters. 

Fresh  air,  cleanliness,  food,  drink,  and  other  matters  largely 
The  concern  the  individual,  and  in  order  that  the  health  of  the  com- 
Personal  mimity  may  be  improved  it  is  important  that  each  individual 

Factor.  should  do  his  share  in  order  to  attain  this  end.  It  is  because 

so  many  of  the  important  rules  of  health  are  so  simple  that  they 
are  so  often  broken. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  W.  MILLER. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


TO  THE 

TOWN  COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  HEREFORD, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1918. 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General  lias  adopted  two  estimates  for  the 
population  of  the  City,  one  24,212  is  the  estimate  for  the  civil 
population  of  the  district  in  1918,  and  is  used  for  the  purpose  of 
calculating  the  death-rate,  and  the  other,  27,129,  to  be  used  for 
the  calculating  of  the  birth-rate,  is  an  estimate  of  the  total  popu- 
lation, including  non-civilians  (enlisted),  on  the  assumption  that  the 
ratio  between  total  and  civilian  population  is  the  same  in  Hereford 
as  in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  380  births  were  registered,  consisting  of 
182  males  and  198  females.  A correction  has  been  necessary 
with  respect  to  three  transferable  births  of  a male  and  a female 
in  the  Workhouse  and  a female  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital.  Of  the  births,  129  belonged  to  the  Ledbury  Ward, 
156  to  the  Leominster  Ward,  and  95  to  the  Monmouth  Ward. 
The  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  calculated  on  the 
estimated  population  of  27,129  is  14.  The  birth-rate  for  1917 
was  14 -8. 


The  following  are  birth-rates  per  1,000  total  population  for 
England  and  Wales  during  1918  : — 

England  and  Wales 17.7 

96  Great  Towns,  including  London  ...  ...  17-0 

148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 ‘9 

There  were  51  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the  year, 
compared  with  34  last  year,  13  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  13  in 
the  Ledbury  Ward,  17  in  the  Leominster  Ward,  and  8 in  the  Mon- 
mouth Ward. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
395,  of  these  60  were  non-residents,  and  have  been  excluded, 
whilst  16  deaths  of  residents  outside  the  district  have  been  included. 
The  nett  number  of  deaths,  therefore,  amounted  to  351  (175  males 
and  176  females),  equal  to  a recorded  death-rate  of  14-4  and  a 
standardized  death-rate  of  13-05. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the  last  quarter, 
viz.,  128,  and  the  number  for  the  remaining  quarters  were  97, 
72  and  54.  The  following  are  the  civilian  death-rates  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1918  : — 

' Per  1,000  of  the 

Population . 

England  and  Wales 17-6 

96  Great  Towns,  including  London  ...  18-2 

148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 -i 

Sixty  deaths  were  transferred  to  other  districts  : — 53  belonged 
to  the  County  of  Hereford,  2 to  Blackpool,  1 to  Stafford,  1 to 
Exeter,  2 to  .Shrewsbury,  and  1 to  Manchester. 

Thirty-seven  deaths  of  non-residents  occurred  in  the  Hereford- 
shire General  Hospital,  16  in  the  Workhouse,  and  7 in  the  town, 
but  not  in  institutions. 

The  number  (16)  of  inward  transfers  is  the  same  as  that  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

Thirty  deaths  of  residents  occurred  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital,  and  35  in  the  Workhouse  ; these  have  been  assigned  to 
their  respective  Wards,  according  to  the  home  address. 

The  deaths  of  eight  residents  (5  males  and  3 females)  occurred 
in  the  Burghill  Asylum,  Herefordshire. 

Fifteen  deaths  (7  boys  and  8 girls)  occurred  at  the  age  period 
1 — 5 years,  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Measles  (3),  Whooping  Cough  (1),  Pneumonia  (5),  Phthisis  (1), 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (2),  Influenza  (2),  Sarcoma  (1). 
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Thirteen  deaths  (u  males  and  2 females)  occurred  at  ages 
5 — 15  years,  and  the  causes  of  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 

Appendicitis  (1),  Influenza  (3),  Phthisis  (1),  Measles  (2), 
Rheumatic  Fever  (1),  Diabetes  (1),  Pneumonia  (1), 
Burns  (1),  Microcephaly  (1),  Progressive  Muscular 
Atrophy  (1). 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  causes  of  death  (per  cent.) 
during  1918  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Number. 

Percentage. 

Influenza 

45 

12-8 

Heart  Disease 

42 

12-0 

Pneumonia 

39 

35 

ii-i 

Tuberculosis  ... 

10  -o 

(Including  Phthisis  29  deaths.) 

Old  Age 

29 

8-2 

Malignant  Disease 

28 

8-o 

(Including  Cancer,  26  deaths.) 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

21 

b'o 

Bronchitis 

10 

2-9 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus... 

10 

2-9 

Nephritis 

10 

2-9 

Premature  Birth 

7 

2*0 

Totals  

276 

78-8 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

There  were  two  uncertified  deaths  during  1918,  viz.,  male,  aged 
75  years,  from  heart  failure,  and  a female,  62  years,  from  heart 
failure  and  Influenza. 


INQUESTS. 

During  the  year  15  inquests  were  held  by  the  City  Coroner  on 
the  deaths  of  residents,  and  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Natural  Causes — 

Heart  Failure 
Convulsions 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage 
Pneumonia 

Accidents  or  Negligence- 
Drowning 
Injuries 

Suicide  


4 

3 

1 

1 

2 
2 
o 


/ 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

During  1918,  36  deaths  occurred  of  infants  under  one  year, 
and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  (proportion  of  deaths  under  one 
year  to  1,000  births)  was  94-6,  compared  with  85-7  for  1917,  and 
an  average  of  89  for  the  live  years  1913 — 1917. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  1918 
was  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

96  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Of  the  36  deaths,  21  were  of  males  and  15  of  females  ; 11 
deaths  occurred  in  the  Ledbury  Ward,  17  in  the  Leominster,  and 
8 in  the  Monmouth  Ward. 

Eight  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  8 in 
the  second  quarter,  3 in  the  third  quarter,  and  17  in  the  last 
quarter. 

Twenty-eight  deaths  of  infants  occurred  out  of  329  legitimate 
births,  equal  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  85  per  1,000  births, 
and  eight  deaths  out  of  51  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  157  per  1,000  births. 

Particulars  of  the  deaths  under  one  year  are  given  in  Table  IV. 
(Appendix) . 

In  connection  with  seven  deaths,  enquiries  were  made  by 
the  Health  Visitor.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses  on 
the  whole  was  satisfactory.  In  six  cases  the  babies  were  entirely 
breast-fed,  and  in  one  case  (illegitimate)  the  mother  went  out  to 
work. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT.  \ 

Under  the  Act,  391  notifications  were  received  during  the 
year,  and  of  these  23  related  to  still-births  of  14  boys  and  9 girls. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  notifications  were  as  follows  : — 

By  Doctor.  Midwife.  Doctor  and  Midwife.  Parent. 

28  ...  317  ...  29  ...  17 

Visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  connection  with 
the  majority  of  the  births.  First  visits  were  made  in  285  cases, 
second  visits  260  cases,  third  visits  96  cases,  fourth  visits  63 
cases,  and  fifth  visits  in  18  cases.  In  some  cases  it  was  found 
necessary'  to  pay  as  many  as  twelve  visits ; 13  of  the  first  visits, 

35  of  the  second  visits,  and  47  of  the  third  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  births  notified  at  the  end  of  1917- 
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The  following  information  was 
feeding  : — 

obtained  in  regard  to  infant 

Number.  Percentage. 

Breast-fed 

278 

75 

Breast  and  bottle-fed... 

28 

7-2 

Cows’  Milk  and  Water 

9 

2-3 

2-8 

Cows’  Milk  and  Barley  water 

11 

Condensed  Milk 

14 

3 

Cows’  Milk  and  Patent  Foods 

6 

2 

Patent  Foods  ... 

9 

2-3 

Dried  Milk 

18 

4-6 

Of  the  28  children  who  were 

breast  and  bottle- 

-fed  concur- 

rently,  12  received  cows’  milk  and  water,  8 were  given  dried 
milk,  4 patent  foods,  2 Virol,  1 peptonized  milk,  and  1 cows’  milk 
and  oatmeal. 

In  12  out  of  the  278  cases,  the  babies  were  breast-fed  for  a 
time,  but  this  had  been  discontinued,  for  the  reasons,  and  after 


the  period,  mentioned  below  : — 


Ill-health  of  mother 

1-2  Months. 

3 

2-3  Months. 

1 

Mother  went  out  to  work 

5* 

3 

* Illegitimate, 


In  67  cases  the  children  were  entirely  bottle-fed.  In  49  cases 
the  following  reasons  were  given  why  breast-feeding  had  been 


abandoned  : — 

Ill-health  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

No  breast  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Child  put  out  to  nurse  ...  ...  ...  10 

The  type  of  bottle  was  ascertained  in  51  cases,  and  was  as 
follows  : — 

Boat-shaped  ...  ...  ...  ...  41  cases. 

Bottle  with  long  india-rubber  tube  ...  8 ,, 

Medicine  bottle  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  Conditions. — Note  was  made  by  the  Health 


Visitor  of  any  insanitary  conditions,  overcrowding,  etc.  ; in  four, 
the  houses  were  very  dirty,  five  were  dirty  and  untidy,  and  28 
houses  wrere  only  fairly  clean. 

School  for  Mothers. — This  has  been  carried  on  during  the 
year  under  the  auspices  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society. 
Fortnightly  meetings  have  been  held  (the  average  attendance 
being  12),  and  at  each  meeting  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
given  advice  and  a short  address.  A complete  scheme  of  Infant 
Welfare  has  now  been  approved  by  the  Health  Committee  and 
the  Town  Council,  and  will  become  operative  at  an  early  date. 

In  addition  to  visits  made  in  connection  with  infants  under 
one  year,  58  ante-natal  visits  were  made,  also  180  in  connection 
with  children  over  one  year. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  City  in  1918,  from  the  various  infectious  diseases, 
compared  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same 
period  : — 


Disease. 

City  of 
Hereford. 

England 
and  Wales. 

96  Great 
Towns. 

148 

Smaller 

Towns. 

.Smallpox  ... 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

.00 

•03 

.04 

.02 

Diphtheria 

.00 

.14 

.15 

.14 

Typhoid  Fever 

.00 

•03 

.02 

•03 

Measles 

.20 

.28 

•36 

•23 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 
*Diarrhoea  and  En- 
teritis (under  1 

.04 

.29 

•34 

•25 

year)  

5-2 

10.99 

14.46 

9-73 

* Rate  per  1,000  births. 


SCAREET  FEVER. 

Eighteen  cases  (9  males,  9 females),  occurring  in  14  houses, 
were  notified  during  1918,  compared  with  12  in  1917  and  8 in  1916. 
Three  of  the  cases  belonged  to  Ledbury  Ward,  six  to  Leominster 
Ward,  and  nine  to  Monmouth  Ward.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
the  disease. 

Seventeen  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  there 
were  no  return  cases. 


DIPHTHERIA.  \ 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Sixteen  cases  (7  males,  9 females)  were  notified  during  1918, 
compared  wfith  16  in  1917,  and  28  in  1916.  Eleven  cases  occurred 
in  11  houses,  five  in  Ledbury  Ward,  two  in  Leominster  Ward,  and 
four  in  Monmouth  Ward.  Four  cases  were  notified  from  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  and  one  from  the  Union  Infirmary, 
both  in  Ledbury  Ward. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  a female  aged  39  years, 
residing  in  Monmouth  Ward. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  a male  aged  13  years,  after  admission 
to  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  from  Ledbury  Ward,  and 
a male,  aged  9 years,  from  Leominster  Ward  (the  disease  was 
contracted  at  Towyn,  Merionethshire). 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Three  cases  (2  males,  aged  1 day  and  21  days,  and  1 female, 
aged  14  days)  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  each  case  a doctor 
was  in  attendance,  and  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a nurse. 

MEASLES. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  cases  (257  males,  280  females) 
were  notified  during  1918,  as  compared  with  126  in  1917  and  396 
in  1916.  Three  were  cases  of  Rotheln  ; 188  cases  belong  to  Led- 
bury Ward,  231  to  Leominster  Ward,  and  118  to  Monmouth 
Ward. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  the  disease  (four  males  and 
one  female).  In  four  cases  the  disease  was  complicated  by  pneu- 
monia, and  in  one  case  by  meningitis. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

One  death  occurred  from  this  disease  of  a male  16  months. 

SMALL  POX. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

INFLUENZA. 

There  were  45  deaths  from  this  disease  (18  males  and  27 
females).  ( Vide  Table  A,  Appendix.) 

In  36  cases  Pneumonia  was  given  as  a secondary  cause  of 
death.  Ten  cases  were  treated  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  and  four  in  the  Workhouse.  The  majority  of  the  deaths 
occurred  in  the  third  and  last  quarters  of  the  year  ; the  largest 
number  in  the  last  quarter. 

A large  number  of  cases  occurred  amongst  the  employees  of 
the  National  Filling  Factory  who  resided  in  Hereford. 

Posters  and  leaflets  were  freely  distributed,  and  spraying  with 
disinfectants  of  theatres,  public  buildings,  offices  and  schools 
wras  carried  out. 


RF1SPIRATORY  DISEASE. 

During  1918  there  were  39  deaths  (20  males  and  19  females) 
from  Pneumonia  (Broncho-pneumonia  17,  Lobar  Pneumonia  22). 

There  were  10  deaths  from  Bronchitis  of  5 males  and  5 females. 
( Vide  Table  A,  Appendix.) 
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ALCOHOLISM. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributed  to  alcoholism,  but  2 deaths 
of  females  occurred  from  Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

A female  aged  5 weeks  died  from  this  disease. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Heart  Disease. — Forty-two  deaths  occurred  from  this 
disease.  There  were  14  deaths  up  to  the  age  of  55  years,  and  28 
over  this  age  (10  between  the  ages  of  55  and  65  years). 

Old  Age. — Of  the  29  -deaths  which  occurred  from  this  cause, 
there  were  15  between  the  ages  of  75  and  85  years,  and  10  at  the 
age  of  85  and  upwards.  There  were  two  deaths  of  a male  and  a 
female  at  the  age  of  94  years. 

CANCER. 

There  were  altogether  26  deaths  from  this  disease  of  8 males 
and  13  females,  equal  to  a rate  of  1.07  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  ages  at  death  and  wards  in  which  these 
occurred  are  given  in  Table  A (Appendix). 

PHTHISIS. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  of  18  males  and  n females  occurred 
from  this  disease  during  1918.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  the  civil 
population  was  1.2,  compared  with  .64  in  1917  and  .68  in  1916. 

The  deaths  of  4 males  aged  51,  49,  48,  and  5 years,  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse,  and  of  a male,  aged  52,  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital. 

NOTIFICATIONS.  \ 

Sixty-two  notifications  of  Phthisis  were  received  under  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

Four  notifications  were  received  from  the  Tuberculosis  Dis- 
pensary, two  from  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  and  three 
from  the  Union  Infirmary.  The  notifications  were  in  respect  to 
35  males  and  27  females. 


The 

ages 

in  years 

of  the 

cases 

notified  were 

as 

follows  : — 

0— 

~5 

5_ 

-10 

10- 

-15 

15—20 

20—25  25—35 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

- 

2 

0 

J 

- 

2 

I 

3 6 

3 

8 8 6 

35- 

-45 

45- 

-55 

55—65 

65- 

-75 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

8 

4 

5 

- 

2 - 

I 

- 
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Of  the  35  males  notified,  9 died  within  the  year,  and  the  period 
after  notification  was  as  follows  : — 3 days,  7 days  (two),  10  days, 

2 weeks,  3 weeks,  and  3 months.  Two  were  notified  after  death. 

Of  the  27  females  notified,  10  died  within  the  year,  and 
the  period  after  notification  was  as  follows  : — 1 day,  4 days,  5 days, 

3 weeks,  4 weeks,  6 weeks,  10  weeks,  7 months,  and  9 months. 
One  was  notified  after  death. 

OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
Notifications. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912, 
9 notifications  were  received  (2  from  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital,  and  7 from  private  Practitioners)  in  respect  to  4 males 
and  5 females. 

The  ages  of  the  notified  cases  were  as  follows  : — 

Males — 2 months,  6 months,  14  and  42  years. 

Females — T2  months,  16,  23,  27  and  65  years. 

The  parts  affected  were  as  follows  : — 

Glands  of  Neck. 

Male — aged  14  years. 

Meninges. 

Males — 2 months  and  6 months. 

Female — 16  years. 

Peritoneum. 

Female — Aged  12  months. 

Spine. 

Female — Aged  65  years. 

Abdominal  Glands. 

Female — Aged  27  years. 

Knee  Joint. 

Male — Aged  42  years. 

Female — Aged  23  years. 

CONTROL  OVER  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Every  notified  case  was  visited  and  investigations  made. 

(a)  Phthisis. — In  26  cases,  1 visit ; in  21  cases,  2 visits  ; in 
14  cases,  3 visits.  In  addition,  268  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  cases  notified  previous  to  1918,  as  follows  In  40  cases, 
1 visit  ; in  38  cases,  2 visits  ; in  33  cases,  3 visits  ; in  10  cases, 

4 visits  ; and  in  3 cases,  5 visits.  Total  number  of  visits,  379. 

Tuberculosis  (other  Forms).— In  3 cases,  3 visits  ; in  2 
cases,  2 visits  ; total,  13.  In  addition,  10  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  cases  notified  previous  to  1918.  In  4 cases,  2 visits  ; 
in  2 cases,  1 visit.  During  the  year,  34  cases  were  treated  at 
Sanatoria,  as  follows  Knightwick,  22  ; and  Cranham  Lodge,  12. 
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CITY  HOSPITAL. 

At  the  end  of  1917  there  were  two  cases  (Scarlet  Fever  i,  and 
Diphtheria  1)  remaining  in  the  Hospital. 

During  the  year,  17  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  (including  two 
Military)  were  admitted.  Nineteen  cases  (Scarlet  Fever  18, 
Diphtheria  1)  were  discharged,  and  there  were  no  cases  in  Hospital 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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DISINFECTION. 

The  following  are  particulars  in  regard  to  disinfection  of 
rooms  and  bedding,  etc.  : — 


Disease. 

Rooms. 

Bedding,  etc 

Scarlet  Fever. 

15 

15 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

9 

9 

Other  Diseases 

19 

31 

45 

57 

The  whole  of  the  rooms  were  disinfected  with  Formalin  vapour, 
and  the  bedding  and  following  articles  were  disinfected  by  steam  : — 
4 Suits  and  20  other  articles  of  clothing. 

4 Shawls. 

6 Cushions. 

124  Towels. 

172  Miscellaneous  articles. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  Bacteriological  examina- 
tions of  specimens  examined  at  the  County  and  City  Laboratory  : — 


For  Diphtheria  Bacilli 

Positive.  Negative. 

44 

Total. 

44 

,,  Widal  reaction  of  Typhoid  ... 

1 5 

6 

,,  Do.,  Paratyphoid  A ... 

2 

2 

„ Do.,  „ B 

1 

1 

,,  Tubercle  Bacilli — 

1.  Sputum 

28  150 

178 

2.  Urine  ... 

r 

1 

3.  Cow’s  Udder 

1 

1 

,,  Parasites  of  Malaria 

1 

1 

,,  Organisms  of  Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis 

8 

8 

WATER  ANALYSIS. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  the  City  water  were  taken  from 
the  main  supply,  and  examined  bacteriologically  at  the  County 
and  City  Laboratory  ; the  results  were  satisfactory. 

No  samples  of  well  water  were  examined  during  the  year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the 
City,  No.  7,  Little  Berrington  Street,  with  accommodation  for 
16  males.  These  premises  have  been  kept  in  a clean  and  satis- 
factory condition. 
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HOUSING. 

The  following  are.  the  particulars  of  the  action  taken  during 
1918  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  8:c.,  Act,  1909  : — 


No.  of 
Dwelling- 
houses 
inspected 
under  and  for 
the  purposes 
of  Section  17. 

Number 
considered  to 
bo  in  a state 
so  dangerous 
or 

injurious  to 
health  as  to 
be  unfit  for 
human 
habitation. 

Number  of 
representa- 
tions made 
to  the  Local 
Authority 
with  a 
view  to 
Closing 
Orders 
being 
made. 

Number 

of 

Closing  Orders 
made. 

Number  of 
Dwelling- 
houses  the 
defects  in 
which  were 
remedied 
without  the 
making 
of  Closing 
Orders. 

Number  of 
Dwelling- 
houses  which, 
after  the 
making  of 
( 'losing 
Orders,  were 
put  in  a 
fit  state  for 
human 
habitation. 

Number 

of 

Demolition 

Orders 

made. 

5 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2(a) 

1(6) 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  in  1917. 

(b)  Demolition  Order  afterwards  rescinded,  house  having  been 

rendered  fit  for  habitation. 


Number  of 
Dwelling- 
houses 
Demolished. 

SECTION  15  (3). 

Number  of 
Notices  not 
complied  with 
at  end  of  1917. 

Number  of 
Dwelling-houses 
in  respect  of 
which 

Notices  were 
given 

during  1918. 

Number  of 
Dwelling-houses 
made  in  all 
respects 
reasonably  fit 
for  human 
habitation  during 
1918. 

Number  of 
Notices  not 
complied  with 
at  the  end 
of  1918. 

Houses  at 
which 
renovations 
were  in  progress 
at  end  of  1918. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

Under  Article  1 (3)  of  the  above  Regulations,  during  the 
year  4 dwelling-houses  were  added  to  the  list  of  dwelling-houses, 
the  early  inspection  of  which  was  desirable,  and  all  were  inspected. 

The  following  was  the  action  taken  in  respect  to  the  dwelling- 
houses  inspected  : — 

1.  Houses  in  respect  of  which  details  of  the  necessary 

works  were  given  to  the  owners...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Houses  at  which  no  immediate  action  was  neces- 

sary ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  • • • • • • 2 

3.  Houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 

and  Closing  Orders  made  1 

NEW  HOUSES. 

No  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  1918.  Several 
additions  to  buildings  have  been  erected.  Additional  houses  for 
the  working  classes  arc  very  much  needed. 
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REPORT  FOR  1918. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


i.— INSPECTION. 

[Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises. 

Num 

her  of 

In- 

spections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Factories  

3 

— 

Workshops 

8 

i 

Workplaces  

16 

4 

Total  

27 

5 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

- . 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 
Accumulation  of  refuse 

3 

3 

Defective  drainage  and  spouting 

2 

2 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  to  bakehouses 

— 

— 

Totai 

5 

5 

i8 


3.—  HOMEWORK. 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 


Nature 

of 

Work. 

Lists  received  fr 

om  Employers. 

— 

Notices 
served  on 
Occupiers 
as  to 
keeping 
or  sending 
Lists. 

Twice 

in  the  year. 

Once 

in  the  year. 

Lists. 

Workmen. 

Lists. 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel : 

Making,  etc.  ... 

30 

90 

5 

2 

53 

Furniture  and 

Upholstery  ... 

2 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Sacks  

4 

6 

4 

10 

Total  . . . 

36 

99 

9 

2 

66 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Workshops,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  

26 

,,  Domestic 

15 

,,  Laundries 

4 

,,  Miscellaneous  

130 

Workplaces  

58 

Total  

233 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Nuinber. 


Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


HOME  WORK. 

During  the  year,  in  February  and  August,  66  circular  letters, 
together  with  forms  drawing  attention  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Home-work  Order,  were  sent  to  employers,  and  these  were 
received  duly  filled  up. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MIRKSHOPS. 

There  were  the  names  of  12  persons  on  the  Register  who  kept 
dairies,  17  who  had  cowsheds,  and  19  who  kept  milk  stores  or 
retail  milkshops  at  the  end  of  1918. 

In  addition,  46  purveyors  of  milk  are  registered,  of  whom 
22  bring  milk  from  outside  the  City. 

During  the  year,  registrations  were  granted  in  the  case  of 
one  milkshop  and  one  purveyor. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  October  the  usual  circular 
letters  were  sent  drawing  attention  to  the  regulations  requiring 
the  lime-washing  of  dairies  and  cowsheds. 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  annuals 
slaughtered  or  deposited  in  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  : — 
Beeves,  1,624 1 Calves,  297  ; Sheep,  7,965  ; Lambs,  1,324 ; 
Pigs  (Pork),  1,296  ; Pigs  (Bacon),  61  ; Total,  12,567,  as  com- 
pared with  16,998  in  1918  and  15,749  m I9I7- 

Diseased  Carcases. — The  following  diseased  conditions, 
etc.,  were  found  in  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
during  the  year  : — 

Cows — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Emaciation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

111  bled  and  ill  set  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Injury  to  hind  quarters  ...  ...  ...  2 

Malignant  growth  in  head  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ ,,  in  jaw  1 

Abscesses  of  liver  and  lungs  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bulls — 

Extensive  suppuration  of  fore  quarters  ...  1 

Injury  to  hind  quarter...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Calves — 

Tuberculosis  (general)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

111  bled  and  ill  set  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Congestion  of  lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Injury  to  carcase  or  portions  ...  ...  4 

Sheep — 

Inflammation  and  emaciation  ...  ...  n 

111  bled  and  ill  set  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Abscesses  of  liver  and  lungs  ...  ...  ...  5 

Injury  to  hind  quarter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pigs — 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

Hydroinetra  and  Ascites  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inflammation  of  lungs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Injun-  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Either  a portion  or  the  whole  of  the  carcase  was  condemned, 
according  to  the  condition  found  ; in  addition,  portions  of  consign- 
ments of  frozen  beef,  weighing  780  pounds,  were  condemned. 

In  September,  the  Ministry  of  Food  took  over  the  Public 
Abattoir  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  being  conducted  under 
their  control. 

Other  Unsound  Food. — The  following  unsound  food  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction  : — Forty-eight  pounds  of 
ham,  43  pounds  of  bacon,  12  tins  of  preserved  fruits  or  vegetables, 
19  tins  of  fish,  5 tins  of  corned  beef,  1 tin  of  beef  and  vegetables, 
1 tin  of  tongue,  10  tins  of  condensed  milk,  2 tins  of  evaporated 
milk,  and  3 tons  3 cwt  of  rhubarb. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PEACES. 

During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  sausages, 
blackpuddings,  brawn,  &c.,  are  made,  and  also  to  fried  fish  shops. 
There  are  eight  fried  fish  shops  in  the  town. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  trades  coming  under  this  definition  comprise  the  follow- 
ing : — Gut-scraping,  1 ; Tripe-boiling,  8 ; Hide  and  Skin  Depots, 
2.  Visits  were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  the  following  Report,  Mr.  Protheroe,  the  Inspector  under 
the  Acts,  states  the  number  and  nature  of  the  articles  submitted 
to  the  City  Analyst  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1918, 
and  the  result  of  the  Analysis  : — 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Purchased. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

A r tides. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Milk  

26 

I 

21 

- 

5 

I 

Butter  ... 

4 

- 

4 

— 

— 

- 

Lard 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Dripping 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Tea  

1 

I 

1 

I 

— 

— 

Coffee  Essence 

- 

I 

- 

I 



— 

Marmalade 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Honey  ... 

_ 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

2 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Egg  Powder 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Suga  r Substitute 

— 

3 

— 

3 

37 

11 

32 

10 

5 

I 

Totals 

v 

V 

48 

42 

6 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Milk. — Of  the  26  formal  samples,  8 were  certified  as  genuine  ; 
12  as  genuine  and  of  good  quality  ; one  as  genuine,  though  slightly 
low  in  solids  not  fat ; one  as  being  deficient  in  about  10  per  cent, 
of  fat  (vendor  cautioned)  ; two  as  containing  16  and  22  per  cent, 
respectively  of  added  water  ; and  two  as  being  deficient  to  the 
extent  of  26  and  30  per  cent,  of  fat.  The  vendor  was  the  same 
in  the  last  four  cases,  and  was  summoned  in  each  instance  ; the 
first  summons  was  withdrawn,  through  the  third  portion  of  the 
sample  retained  having  burst  before  the  hearing  of  the  case.  In 
the  other  three  cases  he  was  fined  £2  and  costs  in  the  first,  and 
£7  10s.  od.  and  costs  in  the  two  latter. 

The  informal  sample  was  submitted  specially  for  ascertaining 
the  presence  or  otherwise  of  preservatives.  It  was  certified  to  be 
free  from  preservatives,  but  suspicious  of  a small  amount  of  added 
water,  and  to  be  artificially  coloured  with  annatto. 

Honey. — The  sample  was  certified  chemically  to  be  genuine, 
although  its  appearance  was  somewhat  abnormal. 

Baking  Powder. — One  of  the  samples  was  certified  as 
genuine,  but  of  poor  quality,  as  it  yielded  a very  small  proportion 
of  Carbonic  Acid. 


MARGARINE  ACT,  1887. 

No  wholesale  dealers  were  registered  during  the  year,  and 
there  are  five  premises  registered  in  which  the  business  is  carried 
on. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CREAM  AND  MILK)  REGULATIONS, 
1912,  AND  AMENDMENT  ORDER,  1917. 

Report  for  the  Year  ended  31ST  December,  1918. 

Mr.  Protheroe,  the  Inspector,  has  made  the  following  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1918  : — 

1.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : — 

Number  of  Samples  Number  in  which  a 
examined  for  the  presence  preservative  was 
of  a preservative.  reported  to  be  present. 
Milk  ...  ...  27  ...  ...  Nil. 

Cream  Nil.  Nil. 

2.  Cream  Sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

No  samples  examined. 

3.  Thickening  Substances. 

Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved 
cream.  Action  taken  where  found — Nil. 


4.  Other  Observations 


Nil. 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  proceedings  taken  in  the 
Court  of  Summary  J urisdiction  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 

Sum- 

monses. 

Statute  under 
which  pro- 
ceedings to  ere 
instituted. 

Offence. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

Remarks. 

1 

Public  Health 

Default  in  complying 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Case  struck 

1 

Act,  1875. 

Housing,  Town 

with  a notice  to 
abate  nuisance  from 
overcrowding. 

Failing  to  obey  a 

out,  sum- 
mons 
wrongly- 
served. 
Order  made 

1 

Planning  Act, 
1909: 

Sale  of  Food 

notice  to  cease  to 
inhabit  a dwelling- 
house  . 

Selling  Milk  adulter- 

to  quit 
within 
three  weeks 
Summons 

1 

and  Drugs 
Act,  1875. 

Ditto. 

ated  with  16  per 
cent,  of  added  water. 

Ditto. 

2 0 0 

0 10  6 

withdrawn 
third 
portion  of 
sample  hav- 
ing burst. 

1 

1 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

with  22  per  cent,  of 
added  water. 

Selling  milk  deficient 
of  26  per  cent,  of  Fat. 
Ditto. 

7 10  0 

0 10  6 

6 

Deficient  of  30  per 
cent,  of  Fat. 

£9  10  0 

£1  i o 
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NUISANCES,  INCLUDING  DRAINAGE  DEFECTS. 

Work  Done  Through  thk  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Drainage — 1918. 

Obstructed  drains  opened  and  cleansed 138 

Defective  drainage  repaired  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  27 

Glazed  stoneware  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Sewer  interceptors  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Disconnecting  and  inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  14 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  Closets,  &c. — 

Obstructed  w.c.’s  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  29 

Dilapidated  w.c.’s  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  21 

Insufficient  accommodation,  extra  w.c.’s,  or  eartli- 

closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  ''Washdown”  basins  fixed...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pedestal  basins  fixed  13 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  58 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dwelling  Houses,  &c. — 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  houses  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  11 

Houses  cleansed  after  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Stagnant  water  removed  from  cellars  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Sinks,  Waste  Pipes,  and  Spouting — 

Dilapidated  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Waste-pipes  provided  to  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Waste  and  rain-water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  ...  5 

Spouting  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Manure — 

Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept,  abated  ...  10 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed...  ...  29 

Miscellaneous — 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  limewashed  on  notice  ...  ...  15 

Stables  paved  and  drained  1 

Galvanized  sanitary  bins  provided  2 
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An  account  of  drainage  and  other  work  necessary  to  abate 
nuisances,  which  has  been  carried  our  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  shown  in  detail  in  the  preceding  table. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices  served  and  those 
complied  wdth  during  the  year  : — 


Notices 

Notices 

not 

Notices  served 

not 

coin- 

1918. 

Com- 

com- 

Statute  or  Bye-Law. 

plied 

plied 

plied 

with  at 

Prelim- 

Statu- 

with 

with  at 

end  of 

inary. 

tory. 

1918. 

end  of 

1917. 

1918. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention) 

Act  

— 

J 

— 

2 

I 

Public  Health  Acts  ... 

33 

317 

6 

300 

56 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  ... 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 

5 

— 

5 

Act  ... 

Regulations  under  Dairies, Cow- 

~ — 

1 

5 

0 

J 

3 

sheds  and  Milksliops  Order 

— 

15 

— 

15 

— 

City  Byelaws  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

“ — 

Total 

33 

343 

11 

327 

60 

354 

In  addition  to  the  above  notices,  293  letters  were  writteii  by 
the  Inspector  and  105  reports  made  to  other  departments  ; 574 
reports  dealing  with  infectious  disease,  and  8 on  miscellaneous 
matters  were  also  made. 

There  were  182  complaints  investigated,  and  20  tests  applied 
to  drainage  (14  by  water  and  6 by  smoke). 


Nuisances  ... 

...  649 

Work  in  progress 

IOI 

Housing  Acts 

28 

Infectious  Disease 

•••  397 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

27 

Bakehouses 

1 

Common  Lodging-houses 

1 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 

14 

Slaughter-houses 

60 

Food-preparing  places  ... 

9 

Stables  and  Piggeries  

41 

Offensive  Trades 

8 

Schools  and  Public  Buildings 

300 

Miscellaneous 

160 

Billets 

10 

1,806 
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CITY  OF  HEREFORD. 


Eleventh  Annual  Report  to  the 
Education  Authority. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS. 

There  have  been  no  alterations,  nor  painting  and  distempering 
in  connection  with  any  of  the  schools  during  the  year. 

Cleanliness. — There  is  still  need  for  more  attention  to  be  given 
to  the  cleansing  of  the  premises  of  some  of  the  schools. 

Heating. — On  the  whole,  the  heating  of  the  Class-rooms  was 
satisfactory  during  the  first  three-quarters  of  the  year;  owing  to 
the  closing  of  the  schools  on  account  of  Influenza  no  records  of  the 
temperatures  of  the  Class-rooms  were  kept  during  the  last 
t quarter. 

ORGANISATION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

Presence  of  Parents. — The  mothers  were  present  in  21 1 
instances  (30  per  cent.),  the  father  in  19  cases  (2-7  per  cent.), 
other  relatives  29  cases  (4*1  per  cent.),  and  guardians  in  3 cases 
(•4  per  cent.). 

Extent  and  Scope  of  Medical  Inspection. — During  the 
year,  59  visits  were  made  to  Schools  and  Departments  in  con- 
nection with  Medical  Inspection  and  Re-inspection.  Particulars 
of  the  number  of  children  examined  are  given  in  Table  I.  below. 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  number  of  children  examined  in  each 
school : — 
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SCHOOL. 

Entrants. 

L 

eavers. 

Specials. 

B. 

G. 

T. 

B. 

G. 

T’ 

B.  G. 

T. 

All  Saints’ 

14 

23 

37 

4 — 

4 

Blue  Coat  Boys’  ... 

— 





13 

13 

„ „ Girls’ 

— 

— 

— 



23 

23 

— 13 

13 

Holmer  (Mixed)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31 

30 

61 

13  4 

17 

,,  (Infants’) 

32 

34 

66 





Scudamore  (Boys’) 

— 

— 

— 

18 



18 

5 5 

10 

(Girls’)  

— 

— 

— 



38 

38 

,,  (Juniors’) 

25 

18 

43 



- 



13  6 

19 

Roman  Catholic  (Mixed) 

— 

— 



10 

16 

26 

6 4 

10 

>.  ,,  (Infants’) 

10 

21 

31 







St.  James’  (Infants’) 

21 

22 

43 







4 1 

5 

St.  John’s  (Girls’) 

— 

— 

— 



20 

20 

— 6 

6 

St.  Martin’s  (Mixed) 

9 

8 

17 

5 

7 

12 

2 2 

4 

St.  Owen’s  (Boys’) 

— 

— 

— 

34 



34 

4 _ 

4 

St.  Peter’s  (Girls’)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

50 

— 41 

41 

Tupsley  (Mixed)  ... 

12 

4 

16 

7 

5 

12 

2 3 

5 

Totals 

123 

130 

253 

118 

189 

307 

53  85 

138 

TABLE  i. —NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 
ist  JANUARY,  1918,  to  31ST  DECEMBER,  1918. 
A. — “ Code  ” Groups. 


Entrants 

I 

^eave 

rs. 

Age. 

3 

4 5 

6 

Other 

ages 

Total 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

ages 

Total 

Grand 

total 

Boys  ... 

— 

— 82 

41 

— 

123 

85 

29 

4 

— 

118 

241 

Girls  ... 

— 

- 96 

1 

34 

— 

130 

14. 

4. 

2 

189 

319 

Totals  . 

— 

00 

75 

— 

253 

227 

74 

6 

307 

560 

B. — Groups  other  than  “ Code.’' 


Special  Cases. 

Boys  ...  ... 

53 

Girls  J 

85 

Totals  ...  ... 

138 

GENERAL  REVIEW  OE  THE  RESULTS  OF  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 


Heights  in  1918. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Years 
of  age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Inches. 

Centi- 

metres. 

Years 
of  age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Inches. 

Centi- 

metres. 

5 

82 

41-25 

104.6 

5 

96 

4^-93 

104 

6 

41 

43-43 

110.2 

6 

34 

41-43 

105 

12 

85 

34  • 75 

139 

12 

142 

53-89 

136.6 

13 

29 

60 

152 

13 

45 

55-59 

142 

14 

4 

54-89 

139.2 

T4 

2 

57-25 

145-2 

Weights  in  1918. 


Boys.  Girls. 


Years 
of  age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Pounds. 

Kilo- 

grammes. 

Years 
of  age. 

Number 
at  each 
age. 

Pounds. 

Kilo- 

grammes 

5 

82 

39 

17-5 

5 

96 

37-75 

17 

6 

41 

43 

19-5 

6 

34 

38.25 

17-5 

12 

85 

72-45 

32.8 

12 

142 

76-75 

34-7 

13 

29 

79-75 

35-5 

13 

45 

75-12 

34-2 

14 

4 

81.56 

37-3 

14 

2 

84.67 

38.4 

PREVIOUS  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Boys. 

Gir 

U.S. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

No. 

Per 

cent. 

Measles  ... 

90 

73 

98 

75 

Ill 

94 

174 

56 

Whooping  Cough . 

43 

35 

64 

49 

60 

50.8 

110 

36 

Chicken  Pox 

37 

30 

39 

30 

43 

36 

56 

18 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

.8 

2 

1.5 

7 

5.4 

11 

3.6 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

.7 

3 

2.3 

2 

.6 

Mumps  ... 

30 

24 

39 

30 

49 

37.6 

76 

24 

Bronchitis 

4 

3.2 

6 

4.6 

9 

6.9 

4 

1 .3 

Pneumonia 

4 

3.2 

2 

1 .5 

8 

6.1 

6 

2 

Other  Diseases  ... 

5 

4 

3 

2.3 

5 

3.8 

10 

3.5 

30 


VACCINATION. 

Information  was  obtained  in  respect  of  122  Leavers  (boys) 
and  122  Entrants  (boys)  ; 198  Leavers  (girls)  and  132  Entrants 
(girls).  This  had  not  been  carried  out  in  the  case  of  83  Entrants, 
boys  (67  per  cent.),  16  Leavers,  boys  (13  per  cent.),  95  Entrants, 
girls  (73  per  cent.)  and  28  Leavers,  girls  (14  per  cent.). 


FAMILY  HISTORY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


In  connection  with  the  children  examined  there  was  a family 
history  of  consumption  in  34  instances  (19  boys  and  15  girls), 
6 per  cent.  The  following  members  of  the  family  had  died  from 

the  disease  : — 


Father 

Mother 

Grandmother 

Grandfather 

Uncles 

Aunts 

Brothers  ... 
Sisters 


Number. 

4 

8 

3 
2 

16 

19 

7 

4 


Percentage. 

6-3 

12-7 

5- o 
3-2 

25-4 
30-0 
11  -o 

6- 3 


The  following  relatives  were  suffering  from  the  disease  at 
the  time  of  medical  inspection  : — Father  (3),  Mother  (7),  Brother  (4), 
Sister  (2),  four  sisters  were  suffering  from  Tubercular  glands  of  the 
neck. 


DISEASE  AND  DEFECTS. 

Clothing.  Footgear. 


Entrants.  Leavers. 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

B. 

G.  B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B.  G. 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

...  13 

II  II 

5 

12 

7 

7 2 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

2 

I 5 

I 

9 

3 

3 I 

15 

12  l6 

6 

21 

10 

10  3 

The  clothing  was  unsatisfactory  in  the  case  of  12  per  cent,  of 
the  boys  and  5-6  per  cent,  of  the  girls  ; the  footgear  was  unsatis- 
factory in  7 per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  4 per  cent,  of  the  girls. 

Cleanliness. — 6-3  of  the  boys  and  24  per  cent,  of  the  girls 
had  nits  in  their  hair,  compared  with  6-6  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and 
30  per  cent,  of  the  girls  for  1917.  In  the  case  of  5-6  of  the  boys 
and  2-9  of  the  girls  the  body  was  dirty. 

Nutrition. — In  connection  with  58  entrants  (32  boys  and  26 
girls),  23  per  cent.,  and  33  Leavers  (24  boys  and  9 girls),  10-7  per 
cent.,  the  nutrition  was  below  normal,  but  not  bad,  but  in  the  case 
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of  3 Entrants  (2  boys  and  1 girl),  1 per  cent.,  and  4 Leavers  (3  boys 
and  1 girl),  1*3  per  cent.,  the  nutrition  was  bad. 

Investigation  of  these  cases  shows  the  cause  to  be  unsuitable 
and  irregular  meals,  owing  in  most  cases  to  the  mother  going  out 
to  work,  or  to  previous  illnesses,  constitutional  weakness,  or 
intemperance  on  the  part  of  one  or  both  parents. 


Skin  Disease. — The  conditions  found  were  as  follows  : — 


Entrants 
b.  G. 


Ringworm  (a)  Scalp  ...  5 7 

(b)  Body  ...  1 1 

Impetigo  ...  ...  4 6 

Eczema  (a)  Face  ...  - 1 

(1 b ) Hands  ...  1 

(c)  Ears  ...  3 1 


Leavers. 
B.  G. 

5 1 

1 

4 4 

1 

2 1 


Defective  Vision  and 
to  squint  are  as  follows  : — 


Double  Convergent 
One  Eye 
Double  Divergent 
One  Eye 


Squint. — The  particulars  in  regard 


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

1 4 

1 

- 

2 

4 

2 

I 

1 

3 

3 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— — 

1 

— 

1 

DEFECTIVE  VISION. 

Leavers. 

B.  % G.  % 

One  Eye  7 5-9  ...  6 3*2 

Both  Eyes  9 7-6  ...  11  5-7 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  defects  found  are  as  follows  : — 


6 


9 

R.  L. 

Boys..  5 3 

Girls..  6 4 


6 6 6 6 6 6 


12 

R.  L. 

4 5 
3 2 


18 

R.  L. 

I  3 

I  I 


24 

R.  L. 

2 3 

3 3 


36 

R.  E. 

2 I 

3 I 


60 

R.  L. 
2 I 
I 


O 

R.  L. 


External  Eye  Disease. — One  girl,  aged  11  years,  had 
Blepharitis. 

Ear  Disease  and  Deafness. — The  particulars  are  as  follows : — 


Entrants.  Leavers.  Total. 

B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G. 

Discharge  (a)  both  ears  ...  1 - - 1 1 1 

(b)  one  ear...  ...  - - 1 - 1 - 

Recent  Discharge — one  ear  ...  1 - 2 1 3 1 
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Discharge  off  and  on — 

(a)  one  ear  ... 

...  1 2 

1 

1 

2 

O 

O 

(b)  both  ears 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Obstructions  due  to  wax — 

(a)  both  ears 

I 

I 

2 

2 

2 

(b)  one  ear  ... 

...  — 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Deafness  Ascertained  by  the 

Entrants. 

Whisper 

Test. 

5 ft- 

10 ft. 

Other. 

Total. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Both  ears  ...  1 

— — 

- 

— 

1 

- 

One  ear  ...  1 2 

1 I 

Leavers. 

2 

2 

5 

Both  ears  ...  - 1 

2 1 

1 

I 

3 

3 

One  ear  ...  2 

1 2 

- 

- 

3 

2 

Teeth. — Twenty-four  per  cent,  of  the  children  inspected 
(52  entrants  and  81  leavers)  had  four  or  more  decayed  teeth  ; 
15  per  cent,  had  8 or  more  decayed  teeth,  and  in  18  per  cent,  of 
the  children  the  teeth  were  all  sound. 

Six  boys  (2  Entrants  and  4 Leavers)  and  1 Leaver  (girl)  had 
oral  sepsis.  Two  girl  Entrants  had  irregular  teeth. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  cleanliness  of  the  teeth  are  as 


follows  : — 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

% 

G. 

0/ 

/o 

Good  

7 

5 

3 

6 

10 

i-8 

II 

2 

Bad 

9 

15 

16 

11 

25 

4-4 

26 

4-6 

In  the  remaining  cases 

the  condition  was  medium. 

Nose  and 

Throat. 

—The 

particulars  are  as 

follows 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Enlarged  Tonsils- 

(1 a ) Moderate 

. . . 

. , 

5 

6 

4 

II 

9 

17 

(bj  Much 

. . . 

9 

11 

5 

15 

14 

26 

Adenoids — 

(a)  Slight 

. . . 

3 

4 

1 

3 

4 

7 

(b)  Marked 

. . . 

2 

3 

- 

2 

2 

5 

Nasal  Catarrh 

... 

..  — 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Tonsillitis 

... 

. . — 

— 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Six  Entrants  (2  boys  and  4 girls)  and  8 Leavers  (5  boys  and 
3 girls)  had  previously  been  operated  on  for  the  removal  of  enlarged 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 
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Defective  Speech. 
Entrants. 
b.  G. 

Stammering  ...  ...  i 3 

Nasal  4 3 

Lisp  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  defects  in  articulation..  3 2 


Leavers. 
B.  G. 

2 I 

2 — 

I 


T otal. 
B.  G. 

3 4 

6 3 

3 

3 4 

15  11 


Heart  Disease. — The  conditions  were  as  follows  : — 


Organic  Disease. 


Congenital  Mitral 

Disease.  Disease. 

Total. 

B.  G.  B. 

G. 

B. 

% G. 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants  ... 

2 — — 

- 

2 

i-6 

- 

Leavers  

.12  4 

3 

5 

4-i  5 

2-6 

Functional 

Disease. 

Dilata- 

Hyper- T achy- 

tion. 

trophy.  cardia. 

Other. 

Totals. 

B.  G. 

B.  G.  B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B. 

0/  p 

/o  Ct* 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants.  2 1 

- - 

1 2 

3 

2-4  3 

2-3 

Leavers  ...  1 - 

1 11 

2 1 

4 

3-2  3 

2-7 

Entrants. 

Anemia. 

Leavers. 

Total. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

8 3 

4 5 

12  8 

Lungs. — The  particulars 

in  regard  to 

Phthisis  and 

suspected 

Phthisis,  etc.  are  as  follows 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Totals. 

B.  G. 

B.  Cr. 

B.  G. 

Phthisis 

. 1 2 

— — 

1 2 

Suspected  Phthisis 

. 2 

I 

2 1 

Bronchitis  (sub-acute)... 

.11  16 

3 2 

14  18 

Abnormal  condition  of  Lungs. 

. 1 2 

3 1 

4 3 

Poor  expansion  of  Chest 

■ 3 2 

1 4 

4 6 

Enlarged  Glands. — The  particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

Entrants.  Leavers.  Totals. 

B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G. 

Some  enlargement  ...  ...  6 11  7 9 13  20 

Much  ,,  ...  ...1  - - 1 1 1 
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Nervous  System. — The  conditions  found  were  as  follows : — 


Infantile  Paralysis 
Left  side  of  body 
Right  side  of  body 


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Totals 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B.  G 

I 2 

— — 

I i 

I 

I 

I 3 

Tuberculosis  (other  than  Phthisis). — Two  girl  Entrants 
had  Tubercular  glands  of  neck,  one  of  these  had  been  treated  in 
London. 

In  the  case  of  a boy  Leaver,  there  was  evidence  of  past  Tuber- 
cular disease,  viz.,  glands  of  neck. 


Mental  Condition. — The  conditions  were  as  follows  : — 


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Totals. 

Mentally  defective  (6  years 

B.  G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

and  over)  ... 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Dull  

3 1 

IQ  II 

22 

12 

Somewhat  dull... 

2 3 

6 

8 

8 

II 

Rickets. — Six  boys  (4  Entrants  and  2 
(1  Entrant  and  1 Leaver)  were  affected. 

Deformities. — There  were  as  follows  : 

: Leavers) 

and  2 

girls 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Totals. 

Associated  with  Infantile 

B.  G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Paralysis 

1 1 

1 

2 

1 

Associated  with  Rickets 
Curvature  of  Spine — 

2 1 

1 

I 

3 

2 

(1)  Lateral 

1 

1 

2 

— 

(2)  Anterior 

- - 

1 

— 

1 

Of  the  boys,  3 per  cent.,  and  of  the  girls,  1*3  per  cent.,  were 
affected  with  deformities. 


Other  Defects  or  Diseases. — These  were  as  follows 


Entrants. 
B.  G. 

Enlargement  of  Thyroid  gland — 

(a)  Moderate  ...  ...  1 2 

(b)  Much 


Leavers. 
b.  G. 

2 5 

1 


Totals. 

B.  G. 

3 7 

1 


TABLE  I.— SPECIAL  CASES. 
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SPECIAL  CASES. 

Altogether  53  boys  and  85  girls  were  presented  by  teachers 
and  examined.  The  ages  in  years  of  the  children  examined  were 
as  follows  : — 

Ages  in  years  ...  6 7 8 9 10  n 12  13  14 

Boys  ...  4 10  9 10  3 6 6 3 2 

Girls  ...  6 13  18  16  8 8 8 4 4 

Particulars  of  the  diseases  and  defects  found  are  given  in  the 
Table  on  page  35. 

Defective  Eyesight. — These  were  as  follows  : — 

Boys. — 6-i2ths,  6-i2ths  (9),  6-24ths,  6-24ths  (8,  9),  6-36ths, 
6-36ths  (10,  11.  13),  6-6oths,  6-6oths  (7,  9),  6-36th 
6-0  (9). 

Girls. — 6-i2ths,  6-i8ths  (8,  9),  6-36ths,  6-24ths  (7,  8,  10), 
6-0,  6-24ths  (14). 

The  numbers  in  brackets  are  the  ages  of  the  children  in  years. 

Squint. — Three  boys,  aged  6,  8,  and  9 years,  had  convergent 
squint  in  both  eyes,  and  a boy,  aged  13,  had  convergent  squint 
in  one  eye.  A girl  aged  7 had  divergent  squint  in  one  eye. 

vSix  boys  had  previously  had  their  eyes  tested  at  the  Clinic, 
and  were  wearing  glasses.  In  the  case  of  one  boy,  other  treatment 
was  ordered.  Three  boys  had  been  treated  privately,  previous 
to  coming  to  Hereford.  Four  girls  had  attended  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  two  of  whom  were  supplied  with  glasses  ; three  were 
treated  at  the  School  Clinic  and  were  wearing  glasses. 

All  children  with  defective  vision  are  examined  from  time  to 
time  at  the  schools. 

Ear  Disease. — Particulars  of  ear  disease  are  given  in  the 
Table  on  page  35. 

Deafness. — Two  boys  had  suffered  from  deafness  in  both 
ears,  and  one  boy  from  deafness  in  one  ear.  The  amount  of 
deafness  was  ascertained  by  the  whisper  test,  and  the  probable 
cause  is  given  in  brackets ; a boy  aged  7 years  (from  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids),  a boy  aged  13  years  (double  otorrhoea), 
and  a boy  aged  9 years  (ear  discharge  after  measles). 

A girl  suffered  from  deafness  in  both  ears  following 
Scarlet  I'ever  ; a girl,  aged  7 years  (wax)  ; two  girls,  aged  8 and 
11  years  (enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids).  The  amount  of  deaf- 
ness was  ascertained  by  the  whisper  test,  or  when  given  in  inches 
by  the  tick  of  a watch.  A girl,  aged  7 years,  was  deaf  through 
wax  in  the  ears  ; a girl,  11  years,  had  recent  ear  discharge. 
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Tuberculosis. — A girl,  aged  8 years,  was  suffering  from 
Tubercular  glands  of  the  neck,  and  had  been  treated  at  the  Dis- 
pensary in  Birmingham.  Three  girls,  aged  8,  9,  and  12  have 
been  attending  the  Hereford  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

All  cases  of  suspicious  Phthisis  are  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  and  the  final  diagnosis  is  based  on  his  report.  Two  boys, 
aged  6 and  8 years,  and  three  girls,  aged  8,  11  and  13  years,  so 
referred  were  stated  to  be  free  from  the  disease. 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulation. — Four  boys  and  three 
girls  were  suffering  from  this  disease,  and  7 boys  and  6 girls  suffered 
from  Anaemia. 

Deformities. — Two  boys,  aged  9 and  14,  had  lateral  curva- 
ture of  the  spine. 

Other  Diseases. — A boy  and  a girl  had  Chorea,  and  two 
girls  had  Tonsilitis. 

Skin  Disease. — Two  boys,  aged  7 and  8 years,  had  Ringworm 
of  the  scalp,  and  a girl,  aged  8 years,  had  Ringworm  of  the  face  ; 
two  boys,  aged  13  and  13  years,  and  one  girl,  aged  8 years,  were 
suffering  from  Scabies  ; a boy,  aged  13  years,  from  Eczema  of  the 
scalp  ; and  a girl,  aged  10  years,  from  Impetigo. 

Thyroid  Gland.— Three  boys  and  four  girls  were  suffering 
from  moderate  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland. 

HOME  CIRCUMSTANCES,  SOCIAE  AND  INDUSTRIAL 

CONDITIONS. 

A large  number  of  visits  were  made  during  the  year  by  the 
School  Nurse  at  the  homes  of  the  children  in  connection  with 
following  up  (710),  uncleanliness  and  neglect  (140).  A number 
of  miscellaneous  visits  were  also  made. 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 

Full  particulars  in  regard  to  defects  found,  for  which  treat- 
ment was  considered  necessary,  including  defects  remaining  over 
from  other  years  requiring  treatment  are  given  in  the  Table  on 

page  45. 
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Code  Groups. 

Specials. 

Number 

referred 

for 

treat- 

Number 
requiring 
to  be 
kept 
under 

Number 

referred 

for 

treat- 

Number 
requiring 
to  be 
kept 
under 

Disease  or  Defect. 

ment. 

observa- 
tion, &c. 

ment. 

observa- 
tion, &c. 

Defect  or  Disease — 

Malnutrition  ... 

18 

1 

10 

- 

Uncleanliness — 

Head 

26 

2 

9 

4 

Body  ... 

9 

3 

1 

- 

Skin — 

Ringworm  (a)  Head  ... 

6 

- 

- 

- 

„ (b)  Body 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

Scabies 

7 

- 

3 

- 

Impetigo 

11 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases 

10 

5 

2 

- 

Eye — 

Defective  vision  and  squint... 

14 

10 

7 

0 

External  eye  disease 

4 

2 

1 

- 

Ear — 

Defective  hearing 

4 

2 

3 

3 

Ear  disease  

2 

8 

4 

2 

Teeth — 

8 

Dental  disease 

21 

18 

3 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  tonsils 

23 

- 

- 

- 

Adenoids 

3 

- 

8 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

27 

7 

5 

- 

Defective  speech 

- 

- 

- 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

1 

Heart  disease,  Organic 

2 

- 

i 

,,  ,,  Functional  ... 

6 

- 

2 

o 

Anaemia 

- 

- 

9 

5 

Lungs — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

Definite  ... 

- 

3 

- 

Suspected 

3 

4 

— 

Chronic  bronchitis  ... 

- 

- 

' — 

— 

Sub-acute 

4 

- 

— 

Other  disease 

2 

8 

- 

4 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Chorea 

3 

Other  disease 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

Glands 

2 

4 

~ 

Bones  and  joints 

- 

Other  forms  ... 

i 

~~ 

Rickets 

- 

1 

Deformities  ... 

i 

- 

~ 

Other  defects  or  disease 

3 

" 
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REMARKS  ON  TREATMENT. 

Verminous  Heads. — Twenty-four  visits  were  made  to  the 
schools  by  the  School  Nurse  rc  verminous  heads.  Each  child  was 
examined  once  in  16  schools  and  twice  in  8 schools.  Altogether, 
3,635  examinations  (1,414  boys  and  2,221  girls)  in  connection  with 
2,423  children  (1,615  girls  and  808  boys)  were  made. 

The  results  are  divided  into  three  groups  : (1)  bad  ; (2) 

moderate  ; (3)  slight.  These  terms  have  been  fully  explained  in 
previous  reports.  Owing  to  the  closing  of  many  of  the  schools 
on  account  of  infectious  disease,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  accurate 
figures  for  icji8  in  regard  to  cleanliness  of  heads.  The  total  per- 
centages were  as  follows  : — 


Boys  ...  •••  •••  •••  "2 

Girls 15*2 

The  percentage  of  “Bad”  in  1914  was: — Boys,  i-i  ; girls, 
10-9  ; in  1915,  boys  -74,  girls  10-7  ; in  1916,  boys  -3,  girls  10 -8  ; 
in  1917,  boys  • I,  girls  8-1. 

In  1916  the  percentage  of  moderate  was  : — Boys  -3,  girls  11*3; 
in  1917,  boys  nil,  girls  ii-8.  The  percentage  of  slight  in  1916 
was  : Boys  1 -2,  girls  18-5  ; in  1917,  boys  -3,  and  girls  12. 

During  the  year  160  white  notices  were  served.  No  red 
notices  were  served  during  the  year,  but  the  parents  of  four  children 
to  whom  red  notices  were  served  during  the  latter  part  of  1917 
were  prosecuted,  and  a fine  of  5s.  was  inflicted  in  each  case. 

Other  defects  noted  at  the  time  of  inspection  by  the  School 
Nurse  were  as  follows  : — Ringworm  (4),  Impetigo  (6),  Sores  (10), 
Ear  discharge  (3),  Inflamed  Eyes  (3). 

The  attention  of  the  parents  was  drawn  to  these  defects,  and 
visits  paid  by  the  School  Nurse  to  see  that  they  were  remedied. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  children  referred  for  uncleanliness, 
defective  clothing  and  boots,  and  nutrition  are  given  in  Table  IV. 
on  page  45. 


Clothing  and  Footgear. — In  connection  with  children  who 
had  defective  clothing  and  boots,  there  was  also  (in  the  majority 
of  cases)  uncleanliness  of  head  or  body,  poor  nutrition,  or  apparent 
neglect.  Such  cases  as  these  have  to  be  kept  under  constant  super- 
vision before  any  effect  can  be  obtained. 


TREATMENT  OF  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL 
DEFECTS. 

The  procedure  in  regard  to  following  up  of  defects  found  on 
medical  inspection  has  been  referred  to  in  previous  reports.  Alto- 
gether 710  visits  were  made  by  the  School  Nurse  in  regard  to 
following  up,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  Table  IV.  that  the  majority 
of  the  defects  were  treated. 
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Clinic. — Suitable  cases  in  connection  with  diseases  of  the 
nose,  throat,  ear,  eyes  and  teeth  are  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

From  the  beginning  of  June,  Dr.  Lindsay  was  appointed 
for  diseases  and  defects  of  the  eye  ; Dr.  Baldock  for  diseases  of  the 
nose,  throat  and  ear,  and  Dr.  Lane  as  anresthetist — in  each  case 
for  the  period  of  one  year.  Mr.  Peyton  Levason  was  re-appointed 
dentist  from  the  beginning  of  July  for  the  same  period. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  Dr.  DuBuisson  attended 
at  the  Clinic  for  diseases  of  the  nose,  throat  and  ears,  and  Dr. 
Chapman  as  anaesthetist. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  treatment  are  as  follows  : — 
External  Disease  of  the  Eye. 


Ordinary. 

Clinic. 

Own  Doctor. 

Other. 

No  treatment. 

B. 

G. 

B.  G. 

B. 

G. 

B.  G. 

Entrants  disease  1 

I 

- - 

1 

- 

I 

Leavers 

...  4 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Specials. 

Own  Doctor. 

Victoria  Hospital. 

Boys  ... 

2 

. . . 

I 

Girls  . . . 

- 

... 

Defective  Vision. 

Victoria 

Own 

No 

Ordinary. 

Clinic. 

Hospital. 

Doctor. 

Treatment. 

B. 

g. 

B.  G. 

B. 

G. 

B.  G. 

Entrants 

...  1 

- 

1 1 

1 

- 

- 

Leavers 

•••  5 

8 

3 1 

1 

2 

1 1 

Victoria 

Own 

Specials. 

Clinic.  Hospital. 

Doctor. 

Boys 

...  . . . 

8 

- 

... 

2 

Girls 

... 

4 

. . . 

1 

... 

— 

Squint. — Three  boys  (i  Leaver  and  2 Specials)  and  i girl 
(Leaver)  were  treated.  One  boy  (Special)  and  one  girl  (Special) 
also  suffered  from  defective  vision,  and  are  included  under  that 
heading. 

The  percentage  of  cases  treated  are  as  follows  : — 


Ordinary. 


Percentage. 


Specials. 

No.  Percentage. 

3 100 

15  ioo 

2 IOO 


External  Disease  ...  12  93 

Defective  vision  ...  24  92'3 

Squint  ...  ...  ...  1 100 

Clinic. — Fifteen  boys  and  12  girls  were  referred  to  the  Clinic 
for  treatment  as  follows 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


2 ...  1 

6 ...  7 

7 4 


o 

13 

T I 


Entrants 

Leavers 

Specials 


4i 


Spectacles  were  ordered  for  5 ordinary  and  3 special  cases  ; 
11  cases  medically  inspected  previous  to  1918  were  examined  for 
the  first  time,  and  8 cases  previously  medically  inspected  were 
re-examined.  The  following  defects  were  found  : — 


Defects. 

Entrants. 

Leavers. 

Specials. 

Totals. 

Grand 

total. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Myopia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Hypermetropia 

- 

- 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

Myopic  Astigmatism ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Strabismus 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Conjunctivitis 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

Blepharitis 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Mixed  Astigmatism  ... 

" 

1 

1 

1 

NOSE,  THROAT  AND  EAR. 


The  number  and  percentage  of 

cases  of  the 

nose,  throat,  and 

ear  medically  inspected  and  treated  during  1918 

was  as  follows  : — 

No. 

Percentage. 

No.  Percentage. 

Ordinary. 

Specials. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and 

Adenoids 

...  32 

75 

H 

O 

O'-. 

0 

Adenoids 

...  8 

2 100 

Ear  Disease  ... 

2 

100 

I IOO 

Deafness 

...  8 

100 

4 100 

Clinic  . — N inety-six 

children  were  treated 

at  the  Clinic  as 

follows  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

26 

18 

44 

Reavers 

14 

9 

23 

Specials 

16 

13 

29 

Altogether  39  operations  were  performed  for  the  removal  of 
enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.  The  particulars  of  treatment 
are  as  follows  : — 


Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 


Clinic. 

Herefordshire 
General  Hospital. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Entrants  . . . 

7 

7 



I 

Reavers 

...  2 

10 

1 

2 

Special 

1 

1 

2 

I 
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Adenoids. 

Entrants  ...  ...  i - 

Leavers  ...  ...  - i 

Specials  ...  ...  i - ...  - i 

In  the  above  cases  an  operation  was  performed. 

In  the  case  of  4 boys  (3  Entrants  and  1 Special)  medically 
inspected  previous  to  1918,  the  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  were  removed 
at  the  Clinic,  and  also  in  respect  to  1 girl  (Leaver)  and  2 girls 
(Entrants)  medically  inspected  in  1916,  and  1 boy  (Entrant) 
examined  in  1915. 

One  boy  and  one  girl  (Specials)  and  two  girls  (Leavers)  were 
seen  by  their  own  Doctor,  and  an  operation  performed. 

One  boy  (Entrant)  was  treated  in  Salisbury  during  the  holidays. 
Several  operations  have  been  deferred  on  account  of  the  ill-health 
of  the  child,  and  in  two  cases  on  account  of  the  ill-health  of  the 
mother. 


Ear  Disease. — The  particulars  of  treatment  of  children  with 
deafness  is  as  follows  : — 


Entrants 

Clinic. 

B.  G. 

- 1 

Hereford 

General  Victoria 

Hospital.  Hospital. 

B.  G.  B.  G. 

Leavers 

•32 

- 1 

Specials 

1 1 

1 1 

Leavers 

Wax. 

Clinic. 

B.  G. 

2 — 

Victoria  Hospital. 
B.  G. 

1 

Specials 

. 

2 — 

Other. — One  boy  and  three  girls  (Leavers)  were  treated  at 
the  Inspection  Clinic  for  deafness  due  to  wax.  Two  boys  (Leavers) 
and  one  boy  (Special)  were  also  treated  for  Ear  discharge  after 
examination  at  the  Clinic. 


THE  TEETH. 

The  particulars  in  regard  to  the  teeth  of  children  medically 
inspected  given  on  page  43  show  that  even'  means  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  decay. 

The  children  were  referred  for  treatment,  who — on  medical 
inspection — had  decayed  or  irregular  teeth.  A limited  number 


43 


were  referred 

to  the 

Clinic.  Particulars  of 

treatment  are  as 

follows  : — • 

Decayed 

Teeth. 

Own 

No  action 

Percentage 

Clinic. 

Dentist. 

taken. 

Total.  treated. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

B.  G. 

Leavers 

• 13  22 

3 5 

13  10 

66  65 

Specials 

. 6 9 

1 2 

3 2 

23  78 

Dental  Inspection. — The  teeth  of  the  children  aged  6,  7,  8 
and  also  any  children  aged  9 years  and  over  who  had  previously 
received  treatment  were  examined  by  the  School  Dentist. 

The  inspection  was  made  by  Mr.  Levason  ; 1,236  children 

(573  boys  and  663  girls)  were  examined.  In  regard  to  four  of 
the  schools,  it  was  impossible  to  get  an  inspection  carried  out, 
owing  to  their  being  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  in  regard  to  the  teeth  of  the 
children  examined  by  the  Dentist : — 
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Thirty-six  boys  (8  per  cent.)  and  55  girls  (8.3  per  cent.) 
had  no  decayed  teeth. 

Treatment  for  permanent  teeth  was  necessary  in  the  case  of 
183  boys  (32  per  cent.)  and  297  girls  (44.6  per  cent.),  and  in  connec- 
tion with  temporary  teeth  12  boys  (2  per  cent.)  and  23  girls  (3.5  per 
cent.). 


Clinic. — The  number  of  children  treated  was  as  follows  : — 
Permanent  Teeth.  Temporary  Teeth. 

Boys  ...  31  (16-9%)  9 (75%) 

Girls  ...  51  (17-1%)  18  (78-3%) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  five  children  (two  boys  and  three 
girls)  examined  in  1917  were  also  treated. 


The  treatment  consisted  of  the  following  : — 
Extractions  of  temporary  teeth  ...  ...  78 

Extractions  of  permanent  teeth  ...  ...  53 

Temporary  teeth  filled  ...  ...  ...  — 

Permanent  teeth  filled  ...  ...  ...  122 

Local  anaesthetics  were  used  in  5b  cases. 


The  fillings  were  as  follows  : — 

Copper  Amalgam  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Copper  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Amalgam  and  Cement  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Root  fillings  and  dressings  ...  ...  21 


Thirty-one  cases  were  referred  after  medical  inspection. 

particulars  are  as  follows  : — 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Entrants 

4 

5 

Leavers 

6 

10 

Specials 

0 

0 

3 

The  following  work  was  carried 

out : — 

28 

Temporary  teeth  extracted 

Permanent  teeth  extracted 

17 

Permanent  teeth  filled 

... 

60 

Dressings 

14 

The  fillings  were  as  follows 

Copper  Amalgam  ... 

27 

Amalgam  and  Cement 

10 

Cement 

23 

Dressings 

... 

14 

The 


TABLE  IV.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING  1918. 
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TABLE  V. 

INSPECTION,  TREATMENT,  &c„  OE  CHILDREN 

DURING  1918. 

(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected 

(whether  Code  Group,  special  or  ailing  child)  ...  698 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects 

(other  than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing 
or  footgear)  who  require  to  be  kept  under  ob- 
servation (but  not  referred  for  treatment)  ...  105 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred 

for  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3),  who  received  treat- 

ment for  one  of  more  defects  (excluding  un- 
cleanliness, defective  clothing,  etc.)  ...  ...  98 

REMAINING  CASES. 

Particulars  in  regard  to  Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System,  Nervous  System,  Skin,  etc.,  are  given  in 
Table  IV.,  on  page  45. 

PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS 

DISEASE. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  Head  Teachers 
during  the  year  : — Measles,  109  ; Chicken-pox,  83  ; Whooping 
Cough,  24  ; Mumps,  240  ; Ringworm,  16  ; other  Skin  Diseases,  11. 

Measles  was  present  in  epidemic  form  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  first  quarter,  Mumps  during  the  first  quarter,  and  Influenza 
during  the  third  and  fourth  quarters.  The  cases  of  Measles  were 
all  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  cases  of  Mumps,  Chicken- 
pox,  Whooping  Cough,  were  visited  by  the  School  Nurse  ; visits 
were  also  made  in  connection  with  cases  of  Skin  Disease. 

Closing  of  Schools. — It  was  necessary  to  close  the  three 
departments  of  Scudamore  School  from  April  8th  to  12th,  and 
also  Tupslev  School  from  March  20th  to  April  22nd,  on  account 
of  Mumps. 

Measles — Five  schools  were  closed  in  February  and  March 
for  periods  of  about  three  weeks,  and  also  nine  schools  for  periods 
varying  from  4 to  5 days  in  April. 

Influenza. — This  disease  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year, 
especially  in  July,  November  and  December.  All  the  schools 
were  closed  for  an  average  of  about  14  days  in  July,  and  for  periods 
varying  from  11  days  to  4 weeks  in  November  and  December. 
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MENTALLY  AND  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE 
CHILDREN. 

Particulars  are  given  in  Table  III.  on  page  48. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. — One  boy,  aged  7 years,  is  at  the  Royal 
School  at  Manchester. 

Mentally  Deficient. — There  are  21  children  (8  boys  and 
13  girls)  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  town,  the  ages 
are  as  follows  : — 

Ages.  8 9 10  11  12  13  Total. 

Boys  ...  1 3 - 2 1 1 8 

Girls  ...  2 - 2 - 4 7 T3 

Idiots. — One  boy  aged  14  years. 

Imbeciles.— There  is  one  boy  aged  11  years. 

Epileptics. — There  are  8 children — 6 boys,  aged  9 years  (2), 
11,  12,  and  14  (2),  and  2 girls,  aged  12  and  14  years.  Three  boys, 
aged  9,  10  and  13  years,  are  not  attending  school.  A boy,  aged 
15  years,  is  at  Starnthwaite  Colony,  Kendal. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.- 

—The 

total  number 

of  children 

with  Phthisis  is  38  (19  boys  and  19  girls). 

The 

ages 

in  years  are 

as  follows  : — 

Ages.  ■ 6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13  Total. 

Boys  ...  1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1 

2 19 

Girls 

2 

3 

2 

4 

0 

O 

2 

3 19 

Three  boys,  aged 

10 

and  11 

years 

(2). 

and 

4 girls,  aged  8,  9, 

12  and  13  years,  are  not  attending  school. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Attending  School. — A girl,  aged  9 years,  with  Tubercular 
disease  of  the  spine  attends  school,  but  she  wears  a spinal  jacket  ; 
two  children  (a  boy  and  a girl,  aged  12  years)  are  affected  with 
Tubercular  disease  of  the  hip,  and  use  crutches. 

Cripples  Other  than  Tubercular. — One  boy  and  two  girls 
are  attending  school. 

Most  of  the  children  with  Phthisis  (actual  and  suspected) 
have  attended  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Inspection  Clinic. — The  number  of  attendances  of  children 
examined  during  1918  was  522,  including  42  attendances  of  children 
previously  medically  inspected.  Children  medically  inspected  who 
suffer  from  poor  nutrition,  anaemia,  heart  disease,  etc.,  are  re- 
examined at  the  Clinic.  A number  of  children  suffering  from 
contagious  and  infectious  diseases  referred  by  the  School  Teachers 
and  the  School  Attendance  Officer  were  also  seen.  In  each  case 
where  treatment  was  necessary  the  parent  was  advised  to  obtain 
it. 

Contagious  Skin  Disease. — Twenty-nine  cases  of  Ring- 
worm (22  boys  and  7 girls)  were  examined  on  64  occasions  ; 24 
cases  of  Impetigo  (9  boys  and  15  girls)  on  41  occasions  ; 33  cases 
of  Scabies  (8  boys  and  25  girls)  on  62  occasions,  and  12  cases  of 
Eczema  on  27  occasions. 


Blind  (Including  Partially  Blind)  ...  Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
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TABLE  IV.  (L.G.B.) 

HEREFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1918. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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Total 
Deaths 
under 
1 year. 


Causes 


Uncertified 


10 


18 


Small-pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 
.Measles 
[Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
^Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

(Tubercular  Meningitis 
'Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
[Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
/■Diarrhoea 
[Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Buckets 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Atelectasis 

^Congenital  Malformations 
'Premature  Birth  ... 

\Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 
Heart  Disease 
Influenza 
Drowning 


Totals 


10 


18 


36 


1 

7 

10 

1 

1 

1 

36 


Nett 

Births  in  the  year 
Nett 

Deaths  in  the  year 


Legitimate,  329. 
Illegitimate,  61. 
Legitimate  Infants,  28. 
Illegitimate  Infants,  8. 
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